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INDIANAPOLIS  (BP  and  local 
reports)  —  Messengers  to  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention  (SBC) 
annual  meeting  declined  to  consid¬ 
er  a  new  name  for  the  denomina¬ 
tion,  pulled  out  of  the  Baptist  World 
Alliance  (BWA),  rejected  a  much- 
publicized  educationproposal,  and 
heard  a  speech  from  President  Bush 
during  their  June  15-16  annual 
meeting  in  Indianapolis. 

President  Bush  addressed  mes¬ 
sengers  via  satellite  from  the 
White  House  in  Washington,  D.C., 
reaffirming  his  pro-life  stance  and 
his  suppoi  1 r__i — 1  ’ 


Since  1877 


irt  for  a  Federal  Marriage 
Amendment.  Touching  on  tne 
embryonic  stem  cell  debate  with¬ 
out  mentioning  it  by  name.  Bush 
said  that  life  "is  a  creation  of  God, 
not  a  commodity  to  be  exploited 
by  man."  Bush  received  one  of  the 
loudest  ovations  for  his  statement 
of  support  for  a  Federal  Marriage 
Amendment. 

"The  union  of  a  man  and  _ _  _  _ _ _ 

woman  is  the  most  enduring  annual  meeting  in  the  Indiana 
human  institution"  honored  and  1 47th  gathering  of 

encouraged  in  all  cultures  and  by - - - 

every  religious  faith,"  he  said,  "and  govern-  did  not 
ment,  by  strengthening  and  protecting  Committ 
marriage,  serves  the  interests  of  all."  defeated 

Messengers  elected  a  new  president  —  Regis! 

Bobby  Welch,  pastor  of  First  Church,  including 
Daytona  Beach,  Fla.,  and  co-creator  of  the  year,  so 
popular  FAITH  evangelism  program  —  and  online.  A 
also  tackled  a  handful  of  controversial  issues.  •  Me 

They  passed  a  resolution  supporting  a  would  h 
Federal  Marriage  Amendment  but  declined  changin 
to  take  sides  in  an  education  controversy  that  Conven 
gained  steam  leading  up  to  the  convention.  55.4%  (1 


SBC  IN  SESSION  —  Messengers  to  the  first  session  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention  (SBC) 

1  ConventionggtMfltifiiindianapolis  on  June  1 5-16  convene  for  the 
now  in  its  1 59th  year,  (BP  photo  by  Van  Payne) _ 

out  of  the  Resolutions  BWA.  Theological  issues  formed  the 
nessengers  subsequently  heart  of  the  concerns  cited  by  a  BWA 
amendment  study  committee  composed  of  SBC  lead- 

<-aioH  8,600  messengers,  ers,  out  BWA  supporters  contended  the 
10  registered  online.  Last  study  committee's  charges  were  false. 

I  messengers  registered  •  By  a  vote  of  63.5%  (3379  votes)  to  36.5% 

items  addressed:  (2£59  votes),  messengers  passed  a  recom- 

defeated  a  motion  that  mendation  requesting  that  New  Orleans 


resolution  that 


to  pull  their  children  out  of  public 


would  embark  on  a  50-state,  25-day  bus 
tour  in  August  and  September  to  encour¬ 
age  a  convention-wide  effort  to  win  one 
million  people  to  Christ 

•  Gerald  Davidson,  pastor  of  First  Church 

vice  presi- 


What's  in  the 
Record 


in  Arnold,  Mo.,  was 


while  David  Y< 


of  Concord  Korean  Church  in  Martinez, 
Calif.,  was  elected  second  vice  president 
John  L.  Yeats,  editor  of  Oklahoma's 
Baptist  Messenger,  was  elected  to  another 
secretary.  James  H.  (Jim) 


Record 


term  as  recording  1 _  _  . 

Wells,  director  of  missions  for  Tri-County 
Association  in  Ozark,  Mo.,  was  re-elected 
registration  secretary. 

•  Messengers  approved  Ken  Whitten, 
pastor  of  Idlewild  Church  in  Tampa,  Fla., 
to  preach  next  year's  convention  sermon. 

■  •  ..  *  •  m.  mi  1  «t _ i  /n  m v 


Sunday 


That  first  sense  of  awe 


fowl  That  was  the  one-word  e- 
mail  to  The  Baptist  Record 


Editor's 

Notebook 


SUPPORTING  PLEDGE  —  The  choir  and  orchestra  of  Prestonwood  Church  in  Plano, 
Texas,  present  a  patriotic  song  June  15  in  support  of  keeping  the  phrase,  "One  Nation 
Under  God,"  as  part  of  the  Pledge  of  Allegiance.  Following  the  presentation,  they  joined 
messengers  in  reciting  the  Pledge  at  the  opening  session  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention 
June  15-16  at  the  Indiana  Convention  Center  in  Indianapolis.  (BP  photo  by  Matt  Miller) 

proposal  to  withdraw  the  SBC  from  the  the  country.  Not  only  did  the  resolutions 
Baptist  World  Alliance  passed  by  a  wide  mar-  committee  decline  to  recommend  it  to  mes- 
gin.  New  SBC  President  Bobby  Welch,  pastor  sengers,  a  later  attempt  to  attach  it  to  another 
of  First  Church  in  Daytona  Beach,  Fla.,  nand-  resolution  failed  by  a  significant  margin, 
ily  defeated  a  last-minute  challenger,  and  he  The  Indianapolis  meeting  also  set  a  record 
announced  his  support  for  a  campaign  to  for  the  number  of  motions  proposed  by  mes- 
baptize  one  million  new  believers.  sengers.  One  of  the  most  talked-about  pro- 

One  resolution  approved  by  messengers  posed  motions  before  the  convention  was  a 
praised  the  life  of  former  U.S.  President  proposal  to  study  a  name  change  for  the  con- 
Ronald  Reagan,  who  passed  away  just  a  vention.  It  failed  55%-45%.  Attempts  to 
few  weeks  ago.  Another  resolution  lament-  change  the  name  of  the  convention  go  back  at 
ed  the  secularization  of  society  and  called  least  30  years,  but  most  messengers  seem  to 
on  Christians  to  "engage  the  culture  by  be  content  with  the  name  already  in  use. 
speaking  the  truth  in  love."  The  other  motions,  some  of  which  were 

Resolutions  also  expressed  thanks  for  the  good  while  others  seemed  inscrutable,  were 
U.S.  Armed  Forces,  urged  ratification  of  an  either  referred  to  applicable  SBC  entities  for 
amendment  to  the  United  States  Constitution  study  or  ruled  out  of  order  by  the  convention 
that  would  define  marriage  as  a  union  chair.  The  complete  list  of  motions  can  be 
between  a  man  and  a  woman,  and  encour-  found  at  http://www.sbcbaptistpress.org/ 
aged  Christians  to  fulfill  their  biblical  respon-  bpnews.asp?ID= 18491. 
siDiUty  as  American  citizens,  including  voting  All  in  all,  Indianapolis  2004  was  a  fine 
according  to  scriptural  values.  meeting.  For  every  year  that  God  grants 

To  their  credit,  messengers  turned  down  Southern  Baptists  the  privilege  of  getting 
an  embarrassing  proposed  resolution  that  together  for  worship  and  business,  may  we 
included  a  call  to  withdraw  Southern  Baptist  always  be  as  excited  as  we  were  at  our  very 
children  from  public  school  systems  across  first  one.  To  God  be  the  glory! 
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Every  year  between 
Memorial  Day  and  the 
4th  of  July,  I  get  very  patriotic 
as  I  am  reminded  or  others' 
service  to  our  nation.  I  read 
and  think  about  what  leaders 
of  past  generations  have  said 
about  my  responsibilities  to 
our  country.  I  hear  a  lot  about 
Roger  Williams,  a  Baptist  who 
went  to  Rhode  Island  for  free¬ 
dom;  the  Declaration  of 
Independence  adopted  in 
1776;  and  this  year  I  have  word  of  choice.  I  prefer  to  think  form  of  a  question:  Whose 
been  reminded  of  speeches  by  in  terms  of  privileges,  opportu-  image  is  on  the  coin?  I  believp 
Ronald  Reagan  as.  we  cele-  nities,  or  rights,  instead  of  He  implied  another  question: 
brate  his  life  at  his  death.  It  is  responsibilities.  As  I  reflect  on  Whose  image  is  on  us  (Genesis 
amazing  to  me  how,  like  so  our  nation's  birthday,  will  I  1:2 7)7  This  episode  amazed  the 
many  otner  holiday  seasons,  I  choose  responsibility  or  contin- 
am  caught  up  in  the  events  of  ue  to  look  for  other  words?  If  I  „ 
the  season  only  to  forget  them  am  serious  about  responsibility,  loyalties.  Is  it 
as  soon  as  another  season  what  does  this  mean  to  me?  i 
arrives.  What  can  I  do  to  Jesus  challenged  us  with  the  rulers  bi 
make  this  year  different?  these  words,  "give  back  tp  Caesar  is  not 

I  must  accept  responsibility  Caesar  the  things  that  are  create  me? 
for  my  attitude  and  actions  as  I  Caesar's  and  to  God  the  things  meant  that  tl 
relate  to  God  and  my  country,  that  are  God's."  (Matthew  22:21  were  not  in 
Responsibility  is  defined  in  HCSB).  Jesus  had  been  asked  a  other  but  an 
Webster's  Dictionary  as  the  political  question:  "Is  it  lawful  to  be  obeyed 
quality  or  state  of  being  to  pay  taxes  to  Caesar  or  not?"  the  best  citiz 
accountable,  reliable,  and/or  (Matthew  22:17  HCSB).  His  worships  Gc 
trustworthy.  This  is  not  my  response  to  them  was  in  the  intensify,  an 
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Biblical  truths  to  decisions 
(that  I  make  regarding  my 
nation.  I  will  be  a  better  citizen 
by  being  an  informed  voter 
and  expressing  my  opinions  in 
kindness  and  love  to  all  our 
elected  officials.  I  will  pray  for 
le  of  tha*t  day  and  serious-  our  nation  and  our  leaders.  I 
allenges  me  to  examine  my  will  rely  on  our  government  to 
‘  “  lible  that  Jesus  do  the  things  it  was  created  to 

meant  for  me  to  honor  and  obey  do  and  I  will,  as  a  believer,  do 
the  rulers  but  to  realize  that  the  things  God  has  command- 
Caesar  is  not  God  and  did  not  ed  me  to  do.  I  will  be  involved 
create  me?  Could  He  have  in  government  but  never  at 
meant  that  the  claims  of  both  the  expense  of  Christian  stan- 
were  not  in  conflict  with  each  dards  and  principles.  These 
other  but  are  valid  authorities  are  some  of  the  responsibili- 
to  be  obeyed?  Is  it  possible  that  ties  that  I  believe  will  make  a 
the  best  citizen  is  the  one  who  difference  in  my  life, 
worships  God  with  integrity,  Now  the  question  for  you 
intensity,  and  involvement?  I  is,  what  do  you  need  to  do? 
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entities  from  attempting  to  and  that  difference  makes  sole 
break  away  from  the  Missouri  membership  more  harmful 
Baptist  Convention.  than  helpful  for  the  SBC." 

ohis  recommendation  is  not  Kelley  also 
rooted  in  suspicion,"  Guenther  argued  that,  "This 
said.  "The  Executive  Committee  year’s  vote  is  not  the 
members  do  not  believe  this  sem-  one  that  matters," 
inary  board  would  ever  flee  the  emphasizing  that 
convention.  I  personally  believe  NOBTS  would 
and  the  Executive  [Committee]  bring  the  two^HL,; 
members  believe  options  (sole  mem- 
that  the  present  bership  and  an 
trustees  of  that  sem-  NOBTS  alternative) 

Binary  are  honorable,  for  messengers  to 
loyal  Southern  consider  in  2005.  He 
Baptists,  but  the  gave  his  assurance 
time  to  close  the  mat  if  they  chose  to 
bam  door  is  before  adopt  sole  member- 


recommendation  June  15  asking 
New  Orleans  Seminary  trustees 
to  amend  the  seminary  charter 
and  "name  the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention  as  the  sole  member" 

The  recommendation,  which 
came  from  the 
Executive  t  ommit- 
tee,  passed  by  a 
vote  of  63. 5 "a,  (3,57V  WfBr^h 
votes)  to  36.5%  Hr  4^-' 
(2,059  votes).  SoleH 
membership  seeks  H  7 
to  clarify,  in  legal  Bit 
language,  that  the  , 
convention  owns  Hv 
all  of  its  entities. 

The  other  five 
seminaries  previ-^^k 
ously  have  adopt- 


BAPTISTS 


The 
Second 
Front  Page 


ration’s  charter;  and 


trustees  share  a 
common  commit¬ 
ment." 

New  Orleans 
Seminary  trustees 
had  voted  in  April  to  offer  two 
options  to  messengers  to  the 
2005  SBC  annual  meeting  in 
Nashville  —  one  that  would 
include  sole  membership  lan¬ 
guage  and  another  that  would 
not  include  sole  membership 
„  language  but  would  affirm  the 

New  Orleans  Seminary  repre-  convention  as  the  owner, 
sentatives  had  held  out,  saying  The  SBC  Executive 
that  sole  membership  violates  Committee  voted  in  February  to 
Baptist  polity  and  also  is  inoom-  ask  NOBTS  trustees  to  name  the 

patible  with  Louisiana  law.  SBC  as  sole  member  and  again  However,  next  year  "will  be  the 

Southern  Baptist  Conven-  June  14  to  bring  the  matter  to  actual  vote  on  a  charter  change, 

tion  lawyer  Jim  Guenther  told  messengers  in  Indianapolis.  The  messengers  heard  this 

messengers  he  believes  sole  Kelley  asked  the  messengers  before  they  voted.  The  result  of 

membership  to  be  compatible  June  15  to  vote  against  the  rec-  that  vote  will  be  implemented 

with  Louisiana  law  and  its  ommendation,  thus  giving  the  immediately  as  I  promised." 

adoption  would  prevent  New  seminary  another  year.  Garf' — — *■ - er"  ' 

Orleans  Seminary  from  dis-  "You  have  not  yet  been  Road  < 
tancing  itself  from  the  conven-  given  all  the  facts  and  the  and  oi 

tion  in  the  future,  much  like  other  side  of  the  sole  member-  Execu 

Baylor  University  did  with  the  ship  story,  and  I  have  not  been  agreed 

Baptist  General  Convention  of  given  enough  time  to  explain  "Thi 

Texas  years  ago.  die  details  today,"  Kelley  said,  messei 

Guenther  added  that  sole  "The  bottom  line  is  that  trustee 

membership  in  Missouri  likely  Louisiana  law  is  different  than  as  sole 

would  have  prevented  five  that  of  other  [entities']  states,  chartei 


in  Indianapolis  rejected  nis  pro-  The  recommendation  also 
posal  by  nearly  2  to  1,  choosing  asks  that  the  new  charter  "con- 
mstead  to  approve  the  Executive  firm  the  seminary  board's  right 
Committee  s  recommendation  to  otherwise  govern  the  institu- 
regarding  sole  membership, 
in  February  2004,  Kelley  said 

that  if  convention  messengers  wHD 


that  if  convention  messengers  HflU 

ask  for  the  adoption  of  sole  ^ 

membership,  "the  discussion's  ^ 

over."  However,  in  response  to 

the  messengers’  vote,  Kelley 

stated,  "The  messengers  did  not 

vote  on  sole  membership.  tion;  and  be  in  language  which 

"They  voted  on  a  request  for  the  Executive  Committee  of  the 
our  trustees  to  consider  sole  Southern  Baptist  Convention, 
membership  and  our  trustees  in  its  February  2005  meeting, 
will  consider  it  very  carefully,  will  recommend  to  the  2005  for 

approval,  and  in  a  form  ready 
to  oe  filed  with  the  Louisiana 
Secretary  of  State." 

Tommy  French,  chairman  of 
the  New  Orleans  trustees  and 
f  .  a  messenger  from  Louisiana, 

Smith,  pastor  of  Fielder  spoke  from  the  floor  and  asked 
hurch,  Arlington,  Texas  messengers  to  vote  against  the 
going  chairman  of  the  recommendation.  French 
ve  Committee,  dis-  asserted  that  under  Louisiana 
vith  Kelley's  remarks.  law,  sole  membership  would 
e  is  no  ambiguity.  The  not  allow  the  convention  and 
;ers  asked  NOBTS  New  Orleans  trustees  to  share 
to  name  die  convention  in  the  governance  powers, 
nember  in  the  seminary  Guenther,  though,  said  that 
nd  Dr.  Kelley  has  repeat-  sole  membership  is  compati- 
en  assurances  that  if  the  ble  with  Louisiana  law.  "As 
on  made  that  request  he  your  lawyers,  we  disagree 
spond  accordingly."  [with  New  Orleans  Seminary's 
The  approved  recommen-  arguments],  and  our 
dation  specifically  asks  New  Louisiana  law  firm  disagrees," 
Orleans  Seminary  trustees  to  he  said.  "Both  law  firms  are 
adopt  sole  membership  at  confident  that  sole  member- 
their  "October,  2004,  meeting"  ship  works  in  Louisiana.” 
by  amending  the  seminary  s  Guenther  also  discounted 
charter  to  "name  the  Southern  arguments  that  sole  member- 
Baptist  Convention  as  the  sole  ship  would  result  in  the 
member...  thereby  assuring  Executive  Committee  having 
the  messengers'  historic  rights  more  power. 
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Southern  Baptist  youths  meet  and  exceed  their  goal  for  the  nation¬ 
wide  sexual  abstinence  campaign.  True  Love  Waits.  Several  hundred 
teenagers  from  seven  states  create  a  display  of  over  102,000  cards  outside 
the  Orange  County  Convention  Center  in  Orlando,  Fla. 


te  has  taught 
the  conserv- 
2,  "we  must 


Jenny  Kay  Graham,  member  of  First  Church,  Pascagoula,  will  sing 
soprano  for  the  Baptist  Festival  Singers,  whose  summer  tour  includes 
concerts  in  several  cities  in  Germany  and  Switzerland,  and  at  Notre 
Dame  Cathedral  in  Paris. 


empty  —  believing  so  much,  while  experiencing  so  little." 
Recalling  a  time  In  Scripture  when  it  was  recorded  that  "Jesus 
was  in  the  house,"  Rah  asked  messengers,  "When  was  the  last 

•  t  larsa  nn aaww4  nlww lltai  Imus  ur«a  Imm  iwmi*  /«!*• 


The  highest  rung  of  achievement  on  the  ladder  of  standards,  the  First 
Magnitude,  is  awarded  to  the  Mississippi  College  Baptist  Student  Union 
at  the  recent  student  retreat  at  Ridgecrest  Assembly  in  North  Carolina. 


church?' 
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FMA  vote 
slated  for 
mid-July 

WASHINGTON  (ABP)  — 
The  U.S.  Senate's  Republican 
leadership  has  scheduled  a  mid- 
July  vote  on  a  proposed  amend¬ 
ment  to  ban  gay  marriage 
nationwide,  despite  objections 
by  Democratic  lawmakers. 

A  group  of  senators 
announced  June  1 8  that  Senate 
Majority  Leader  Bill  Frist  (R- 
Tenn.)  has  scheduled  debate  on 
the  proposed  Federal  Marriage 
Amendment  (FMA)  to  begin  the 
week  of  July  12.  The  amend¬ 
ment  would  outlaw  marriage  for 
same-sex  couples  in  all  50  states 
and  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Messengers  to  the  Southern 
Baptist  Convention's  2004 
annual  meeting  in 
Indianapolis  adopted  a  resolu¬ 
tion  June  16  supporting  the 
Federal  Marriage  Amendment. 

The  amendment's  support¬ 
ers  have  said  they  do  not  intend 
for  it  to  outlaw  state-enacted 
"civil  unions"  or  other  legal 
relationships  that  offer  many  of 
the  same  benefits  of  marriage 
to  same-sex  couples,  but  gay- 
rights  supporters  and  many 
mainstream  legal  scholars  have 
criticized  the  amendment  in 
that  regard,  saying  its  language 
was  vague  enough  that  some 
judges  could  easily  interpret  it 
to  ban  civil  unions  and  similar 
arrangements  —  even  when 
enacted  by  state  legislatures. 

Democrats  have  pushed  for 
the  vote  to  be  postponed  until 
after  the  November  elections, 
particularly  because  a  vote 
against  the  amendment  could 
harm  Southern  Democratic 
senators  up  for  re-election  in 
vulnerable  districts. 

If  Frist  carries  through  with 
his  promise,  then  Democrats 
will  be  forced  to  resort  to  par¬ 
liamentary  tools  —  such  as 
filibustering  —  to  prevent  a 
vote  on  the  amendment. 

At  least  one  Religious  Right 
group  attempted  to  rally  its  sup¬ 
porters  to  pre-empt  such  a 
move.  In  an  e-mail  "action  alert" 
sent  out  June  1 7,  the  Christian 
Coalition  of  America  urged 
activists  to  contact  their  senators 
to  ask  them  to  agree  to  a  vote. 

"If  the  Senate  is  buried  in 
petitions,  calls,  letters,  and 
faxes,  they  will  not  be  able  to 
ignore  the  will  of  the  people 
tney  have  sworn  to  represent," 
the  message  said.  "Force  your 
senators  to  take  a  public  posi¬ 
tion  [on  the  amendmentj  before 
voters  go  to  the  polls  this  fall." 


■ 


Pastors'  Conf.  hears,  'Jesus  Came  Preaching' 

TX  TT~VT  A  X  T  A  nrVT  to  /n  1  •  i  ___ _ . _ _ 


INDIANAPOLIS  (Editor's 
Network  and  local  reports)  — 
Southern  Baptist  leaders  and 
standouts  came  preaching  dur¬ 
ing  the  2004  Pastors' 
Conference  on  June  13-14  at  the 
Indiana  Convention  Center  in 
Indianapolis.  Following  the 
theme,  Jesus  Came  Preaching, 
pastors,  professors,  and  other 
ministry  leaders  developed  ser¬ 
mons  around  Jesus'  directives. 

Many  speakers  also  high¬ 
lighted  then-Southem  Baptist 
Convention  (SBC)  presidential 
nominee  Bobby  Welch's  goal  for 
Southern  Baptists  to  baptize  one 
million  people  in  one  year. 
Welch,  pastor  of  First  Church, 
Daytona  Beach,  Fla.,  and  co-cre¬ 
ator  of  the  popular  FAITH  evan¬ 
gelism  program,  was  elected 
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"Something  must  change  with 
the  way  we  are  pronouncing  the 
gospel,  so  we  can  announce  to 
tnem  that  Jesus  is  Lord." 

Ronnie  Floyd,  pastor  of  First 
Church,  Springdale,  Ark.,  said 
teaching,  preaching,  and  the 
practice  of  a  biblical  theology  of  , 
stewardship  are  missing  in  most 
Southern  Baptist  churches  today. 
Drawing  from  the  example  of 
David  in  1  Chronicles  29  Floyd 
encouraged  pastors  to  be  coura- 

feous  spiritual  leaders  who  put 
iblical  theological  stewardship 
into  practice.  Only  then,  Floyd 
said,  will  God  provide  "super¬ 
natural  contagious  results." 

Another  Arkansas  pastor, 
Bryan  Smith  of  First  Church  of 
Van  Buren,  said  pastors  should 
never  forget  the  primary  reason 
1  of  their  call  —  i 


reminded  Southern  Baptists  that  since 


^^Mrssfsslpp i^mirsic "evf nee-  PRE*CHING  THE  WORD  -  Bible  teacher  Voddie  Baucham  of  of  their  call  -  preach  the  Word 

list  Luke (S^reTsang atX  SP™*  T«a,s-  sPeaks,  duri,nf  Jour  °f  ,he  Sou,hern  BaP‘ist  MW*SBC  ’pISS? 

conference  6  Pastors'  Conference,  June  13-14,  in  the  Indiana  Convention  Center  S?  Jhe  ZUU4..b“L  1  aslors 

Pai;ge  Patterson,  president  Prior  to  the  SBC  annual  meeting,  iune  1 5-1 6.  (BP  photo  by  Mat.  Miller)  's^lTa? 

of  Southwestern  Seminary  in  Fort  Worth,  6  with  the  theme.  Old  Preachers  Never  Die.  persed  the  early  church  is  evident  today. 

"Our  job  is  not  to  dilute  the  message,  delete  “ — ',rr'  — :,,i —  L-,! - ! - 

the  message,  dissect  the  message,  doctor  the 
message  or  dumb  down  the  message,"  he 
said.  "Our  job  is  to  deliver  and  to  declare  the 
message  of  the  living  God,"  he  said. 

Ted  Traylor,  president  of  the  2004  Pastors' 

Conference,  found  himself  preaching  during 
a  slot  reserved  for  Adrian  Rogers.  Rogers, 
pastor  of  Bellevue  Church  in  Cordova,  Term., 
was  not  released  by  his  physician  to  preach 
following  heart  bypass  surgery  on  March  16. 

Preaching  from  Luke  4:16—44,  Traylor 
shared  thoughts  about  the  authority,  anoint¬ 
ing  and  announcement  of  the  ''peerless 
preacher."  "There  are  some  people  outside 
of  our  normal  paths  that  we  must  begin  to 
do  a  better  job  reaching,"  Traylor  said,  not¬ 
ing  three  specific  groups  —  various  ethnic 
groups,  teenagers,  an  a  twentysomethings. 


of  them  for  the  second  time.  Many  of  us 
are  guilty  of  the  infant  baptism  we  used 
to  criticize  everyone  else  for.  (This  is  hap¬ 
pening)  because  we  no  longer  believe  in 
the  exclusivity  of  salvation  in  Christ." 

Preaching  from  Matthew  7:13-29, 
Patterson  said  the  doctrine  of  the  exclu¬ 
sivity  of  Jesus  Christ  "is  the  most  hated 
doctrine  in  all  the  world  today,"  but  he 
challenged  Southern  Baptists  to  stick  to 
it.  "Let  us  preach  to  make  men  free.  God 
help  us  if  we  preach  anything  else  but 
Jesus  and  Him  alone  for  salvation." 

Jerry  Vines,  pastor  of  First  Church, 
Jacksonville,  Ha.,  preached  from  1  Timothy 


He  said  250  million  believers  live  in  com¬ 
munities  under  threat  of  persecution,  prison, 
or  death.  "These  are  not  just  heroes  or  statis¬ 
tics  but  they  are  our  family.  It  should  be  a  joy 
and  a  blessing  to  suffer  for  Jesus  Christ." 

Eddie  Echarri,  a  former  prisoner  who 
now  directs  community  outreach  for  Olive 
Church  in  Pensacola,  Fla.,  urged  church 
leaders  to  reach  out  to  those  who  need 
Jesus.  "Broken  spirits  and  broken  hearts  are 
showing  up  at  your  church,"  he  said. 

Preaching  from  Luke  19:11-26,  Paul 
Negrut,  pastor  of  Emmanuel  Church  in 
Oradea,  Romania,  said  service  for  Jesus 
involves  calling,  vision,  passion,  charac¬ 
ter  and  reward.  "We  are  working  for  the 
King  of  Kings,  Lord  of  Lords,  the  One 
who  is  coming  soon  and  coming  with  a 
great  reward. 


WMU  gathers  for  annual  meeting  in  Indianapolis 


INDIANAPOLIS  (Editor's 
Network  and  local  reports) 
—  Missionaries,  Woman's 
Missionary  Union  (WMU) 
leaders,  and  others  explored 
what  it  means  to  be  Christ- 
followers  during  WMU's 
2004  annual  meeting  June  13- 
14  in  Indianapolis. 

Through  music,  dramatic 
presentations,  videos,  testi¬ 
monies,  and  inspirational  mes¬ 
sages  from  North  American 
and  international  missionaries, 
the  850  women  registered 
were  challenged  to  carry  the 
message  of  Christ  and  disciple 
new  believers  in  their  commu¬ 
nities,  throughout  the  United 
States  and  around  the  world. 

No  Mississippi  Baptists  were 
included  on  the  program 
where  home  states  were  listed. 

"All  true  followers  of 
Christ  desire  more  than  any¬ 
thing  else  to  be  like  Christ," 
WMU  President  Janet 
Hoffman  told  attendees.  "To 
imitate  Christ,  one  must  be 
intimate  with  Christ,  and  that 
is  nourished  through  daily 
prayer  and  study  of  His  Word. 

Christian  believers  who  are 
like  Christ  are  more  interest¬ 
ed  in  being  than  doing,  but 
those  who  love  Christ  inti¬ 
mately  begin  to  serve  Him  by 
serving  others,  she  added. 


fc 


Following  Christ  is  love  in 
action,"  she  said.  "In  loving,  we 
are  most  like  Him  because  Christ 
is  Love.  Love  for  each  other  will 
prove  to  the  world  that  we  are 
His."  She  said  loving  as  Christ 
loves  means  loving  extravagant¬ 
ly  and  unconditionally.  "Will  our 
imitation  of  Christ  inspire  others 
to  follow  Him?"  she  asked. 

Missionaries  shared  their 
testimonies  during  the  two 
days,  explaining  how  they've 
sought  to  follow  Christ.  Native 
American  Alpha  Goombi 
shared  how  she  wallowed  in 
ain  from  abuse  as  a  child  and 
ow  self-esteem  until  one  day 
she  hit  bottom.  She  decided  to 
accept  the  invitation  of  a  mis¬ 
sionary  who  had  invited  her  to 
attend  a  Baptist  Indian  mission. 

When  tne  invitation  was 
extended,  "I  ran  forward  and 
ave  my  heart  to  Jesus  and  I 
ave  never  been  the  same," 
she  recalled.  "In  me,  God  saw 
a  princess." 

Today,  she  serves  as  a  mis¬ 
sionary  in  Omaha,  Neb.  She  con¬ 
cluded  her  presentation  using 
Native  American  sign  language 
to  interpret  the  Loras  Prayer. 

Harriet  and  Paul  Lawrence, 
International  Mission  Board 
(IMB)  missionaries  to  North 
Africa  and  the  Middle  East,  told 
of  the  danger  and  unique  chal¬ 


lenges  of  serving  in  Gaza  and  the 
West  Bank  of  Jordan.  They  spoke 
on  near  misses  by  both  Israeli 
and  Palestinian  bombs.  "We  love 
the  Lord  too  much  to  fear  fol¬ 
lowing  Him,"  said  Harriet. 

"In  spite  of  the  hardship,  it 
is  wortn  it  to  follow  Him," 
added  Paul. 


Barbara  and  Harry  Bush, 
IMB  missionaries  to  South  Asia, 
told  of  "equipping  God's  lead¬ 
ers"  by  providing  biblical  train¬ 
ing  to  Christian  leaders  in  nine 
nations.  About  1,600  people 
have  received  such  leadership 
training,  resulting  in  16,000  bap¬ 
tisms  and  285  new  churches. 
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OLYMPIC  EFFORT  —  Beth  Ann  Williams,  wearing  her  collection 
of  Olympics  pins  June  1 3  during  an  opening  session  of  the  annual 
Woman's  Missionary  Union  (WMU)  meeting,  talks  about  what  min¬ 
istry  was  like  at  the  2002  Winter  Olympics  in  Salt  Lake  City,  where 
as  a  missionary,  she  coordinated  events  sponsored  by  the  SBC's 
North  American  Mission  Board.  (BP  photo  by  John  Swain) 
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Mood  Ring 

Many  of  you  will  remember  a 
fad  from  tne  '60's  called  the 
mood  ring.  Well,  the  mood  ring  is 
back!  In  fact,  it  may  never  have 
gone  away,  but  it  is  once  again 
back  in  popularity.  You  know  the 


Jim  Futral,  executive  director-treasurer 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 


Senate  OKs 
protection  for 
sex  minorities 


r  and  watch  as  ded.  I  did  not  think  that  I  was  Just  beneath  that  smile  and  pled  was  healed  and  ne  got  up 
nd  supposedly  nervous,  but  I  could  have  been,  covered  by  nice  clothes  may  be  and  went  running  though  the 
)d  you  are  in.  That  morning  my  oldest  grand-  a  totally  different  mood  and  the  temple  praising  God.  His  joy 
’resting  to  play  son  had  been  baptized.  Only  a  ring  could  announce  that  and  could  not  be  contained, 
much  stock  in  few  weeks  before  he  had  invited  put  everybody  on  guard.  I  doubt  that  we  will  be  pass- 

ig  would  either  Jesus  into  his  heart  and  was  con-  Some  folks  are  mad.  They  ing  out  mood  rings  at  churches 
>i  others!  Well,  fident  that  he  knew  the  Lord  and  come  to  church  that  way.  They  across  the  state,  but  for  most  of 
d  my  oldest  lit-  wanted  to  foUow  Him  in  bap-  may  be  mad  at  somebody  at  the  us  these  and  many  other 
has  one.  From  tism.  It  was  a  wonderful  experi-  church,  or  their  kids,  or  possibly  moods  crop  up  within  us  and 
will  show  me  ence  and  I  suppose  the  ring  their  spouse  may  have  helped  pass  from  one  moment  to  the 
olors  and  then  knew  more  about  me  than  what  create  the  condition  on  the  way  next.  All  are  possible  and  most 
iterpretation  of  I  knew  about  myself!  to  church.  Therefore,  they  come  may  be  appropriate  from  tune 

ce  As  the  service  progressed  seething  inside  as  they  smile  to  time  and  in  the  midst  of  it  all 

;  sitting  beside  and  I  had  a  moment  here  and  outside.  It  is  amazing!  the  Lord  comes  to  meet  our 
ter  in  church  there  to  reflect  on  it,  I  won-  Occasionally,  you  are  able  to  needs,  Isnt  it  wonderful  to 
rung  I  wasn't  dered  if  it  wouldn't  be  a  good  pick  up  on  their  mood  by  a  word  know  a  God  who  cares  so  much 
o  her,  but  I  had  idea  to  issue  mood  rings  out  to  here  or  there  that  is  more  reveal-  about  us  that  He  not  only  meets 
round  the  chair  people  as  they  came  mto  the  ing  than  they  intended  for  it  to  our  physical  and  spiritual 
a  ted  beside  me.  church.  I  mean  if  these  things  be.  You  simply  learn  to  step  needs,  but  He  knows,  cares, 
ny  hand  and  at  really  work,  can  you  imagine  lightly  and  handle  them  gently  and  can  help  us  with  our  emo- 
are  of  what  she  the  unveiling  of  hearts  that  because  they  are  just  mad!  tional  (moody)  needs, 

she  had  taken  would  take  place  if  we  were  For  others,  the  mood  rine  God  bless  you  with  a  won- 
ff  of  her  finger  required  to  wear  the  color  that  might  reveal  that  they  are  sad.  derful  mood  this  week.  Your 
t  onto  my  nud-  reflected  our  moods?  Not  all.  Can  you  imagine  all  of  the  mood  will  not  only  change 
re  sat  there  in  but  most  of  the  folks  I  know  grief  experiences  that  people  your  mood  ring,  but  it  can  be  a 
changed  colors  who  come  into  the  church  go  through  from  one  Sunday  blessing  to  someone  else, 
v.  She  leaned  arrive  well  dressed  and  with  a  to  the  next  —  death,  the  loss  of  . 

pered  to  me,  smile,  or  a  close  facsimile  of  friends  or  loved  ones,  the  grief  _  The  author  may  be  contacted  at 
are  nervous."  1  one,  to  begin  their  Sunday  of  losing  a  job,  or,  maybe  P.O.  Box  530,  Jackson,  MS  39205- 
■ows  and  nod-  School  or  church  experience,  going  through  an  experience  0530.  E-matl:  ffutrammbcb.org. 


WASHINGTON  (ABP)  — 
By  a  large  majority,  the  Senate 
voted  June  15  to  extend  feder¬ 
al  hate-crimes  protections  to 
sexual  minorities.  Senators 
voted  65-33  to  add  crimes 
based  on  a  victim's  real  or  per¬ 
ceived  sexual  orientation,  gen¬ 
der  identity,  or  disability  to  the 
list  of  hate  crimes  that  federal 
law-enforcement  agents  can 
investigate  or  assist  local  offi¬ 
cials  in  investigating. 

The  move  came  as  an 
amendment  to  (he  bill  appro¬ 
priating  Department  of 
Defense  funding  for  2005.  It 
was  added  by  its  sponsors  in 
an  effort  to  attach  it  to  legisla¬ 
tion  that  would  be  likely  to 
pass,  because  the  subject  of 
adding  sexual  orientations  to 
hate-crimes  statutes  has 
proven  divisive  in  the  past.  "It 
is  no  secret  that  with  all  the 
turmoil  on  the  issue  of  gays 
and  lesbians  and  their  rights  in 
this  country,  there  are  very 
strong  feelings  on  both  sides  of 
this  issue,"  said  Sen.  Gordon 
Smith  (R-Ore.),  while  introduc¬ 
ing  the  amendment  on  the 
Senate  floor.  "I  believe  in  gay 
rights,  but  I  also  believe  it  is 
not  right  in  the  case  of  mar¬ 
riage  for  a  few  liberals  to  dic¬ 
tate  to  the  rest  of  the  country  a 
new  standard." 

Gordon  also  added, 
"Notwithstanding  that,  I  have 
always  felt  before  you  get  to 
marriage,  you  ought  to  get  rid 
of  hate."  The  appropriations 
bill  to  which  the  hate-crimes 
amendment  was  attached,  S. 
2400,  is  still  under  considera¬ 
tion  by  the  Senate. 


Annuity  Board  to  change  name,  expand  services 


ment  products,"  Hawkins  said. 

"The  continued  growth  of  the 
Annuity  Board's  asset  base  is 
vitally  important  to  the  overall 
health  of  our  organization  and 
our  ability  to  be  an  advocate  for 
our  participants,"  he  added.  "We 
have  three  opportunities  to 
enlarge  our  ministry  —  retention, 
growth  and  expansion. 

"We  work  diligently  to  retain 
our  existing  clients  and  assets. 
Growth  is  becoming  more  chal¬ 
lenging  since  we  have  saturated 
the  Southern  Baptist  market,  but 
opportunity  is  through  expansion, 
ig  our  markets  will  allow  us  to  pro¬ 
per  client  base  and  ultimately  more 

_ der  management,"  Hawkins  said. 

"Market  expansion  Wth  also  benefit  our 
life,  medical  and  disability  programs  by 
giving  us  greater  buying  power  and 
enhancing  tne  board's  ability  to  provide 
more  competitive  products  and  services." 

Even  though  tne  board  will  offer  its 
retirement,  investment  and  insurance 


GuideStone 


board  to  do  business  as 
GuideStone  for  one  year  pend¬ 
ing  a  second  affirmative  vote  at 
the  2005  Convention  was 
included  and  approved.  The 
was  used  when 


FINANCIAL  RESOURCES 
of  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention 


same  process  _ 

LifeWay  Christian  Resources 
changed  its  name  a  few  years  ago  from 
the  Baptist  Sunday  School  Board. 

"We  are  grateful  for  the  support  of  the  in 
messengers  today,"  Annuity  Board  President 
O.S.  Hawkins  said.  "The  name  change  and  ered  as  a  part  of 
the  opportunity  to  expand  the  scope  of  our 
work  will  further  undergird  our  efforts  to 
enhance  the  financial  security  of  the  pastor 
at  the  crossroads  and  other  Southern  Baptist 
ministers  and  employees  we  serve.” 

Prior  to  the  approval  of  the  recom¬ 
mendation  extending  the  board's  ser¬ 
vices  to  other  evangelical  organizations, 

Mitchell  Jackson  of  Sikeston,  Mo.,  raised 

questions  about  the  value  of  extending  non-Southern  Bapi — — -  . 

tne  board's  products  and  services  to  non-  uments  will  require  that  the  majority  ot 
Southern  Baptist  organizations  and  the  participants  served  by  GuideStone 
limited  information  available  about  the  Financial  Resources  be  Southern  Baptists 
plieibilitv  guidelines.  and  all  trustees  must  be  members  ot 


approve  the  guidelines  and  will  be  involved  Expan 
_.  determining  the  evangelical  ministries  to  vide  a 
be  served.  Among  the  factors  to  be  consid-  assets 
_ _ _  the  guidelines  are: 

•  A  belief  that  Scripture  has  God  for  its 
author,  salvation  for  its  end,  and  truth, 
without  any  mixture  of  error,  for  its  matter. 

•  A  belief  in  the  local  church.  With  the 
primary  task  of  proclaiming  the  Gospel 
of  Jesus  Christ. 

•  A  belief  in  salva'tion  by  grace  through  products  and 

faith  in  Jesus  Christ.  organization, 

Even  with  the  opportunities  to  service  wul  remain  e 
•tist  entities,  legal  doc-  ministers  and 

.  . I— . C  A  m  n  <  <  i  Li  r 


participants 
Financial  Re: 
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a  second  and  Bullock's  fourth  home  for  a  cookout,  garnet 
id  year.  Pictured  (from  left)  are  fellowship.  More  than  50  p 
ck  Harold  King,  pastor,  Hayes,  and  joined  in  the  day  of  activiti 
of  leader  Linda  Cooley. 

Twenty-three  mis- 
East  Fork  Church,  Amite  sionaries  flew  to  Lima, 
County,  held  a  Confederate  Peru,  January  2,  for  a  ten 
Memorial  Day  Service  sponsored  day  Mission  Trip.  Port 
by  the  Adult  II  Disdpleship  Gibson  Church,  Port 
Training  Class  in  honor  of  15  Gibson,  was  the  host 
Confederate  Veterans  buried  in  church.  Other  churches 
the  church  cemetery.  Many  in  represented  were  Shiloh 
attendance  were  descendents  of  Cnurch,  Port  Gibson; 
those  honored.  Bryce  Wilkinson  First  Church,  Vicksburg; 
and  Greg  Barron  presented  a  skit  and 
Paul  G.  Cain  is  pastor. 

Calvary  Chapel,  Parchman, 
commissioned  Erik  and  Elena 
Brewer  to  serve  in  Moldova  in  an 
English  teaching  and  church 
planting  ministry.  They  served  in 
the  international  ana  Hispanic 
ministry  of  Calvary  Chapel,  and 
Erik  served  as  youth  minister. 

Trey  Collier;  Cliff  Mapp,  and 
Raymond  Collier  of  McLaurin 
First  Church,  Hattiesburg, 
received  superior  ratings  in  State 
Bible  Drill.  Trey  Collier  and 
Mapp  received  a  trophy  for  three 
years  participation,  mis  was 
Raymond  Collier's  first  year. 

Pictured  (from  left)  are  Trey,  Cliff, 

Raymond,  and  Ann  Mapp, 
instructor.  Roy  Moody  is  pastor. 

Vaiden  Church,  Vaiden,  held 
VBS  May  31-June  4  averaging 
128  each  day.  The  participants 
enjoyed  visiting  Lava  Lava 
Island  in  die  recently  completed 
fellowship  hall.  Graduation  was 
held  June  4  at  7  p.m.  Anna 
Frances  Havens  is  the  youth 
director  and  VBS  director. 

The  children  and  youth  of 
Fellowship  Church,  Starkville, 
were  treated  to  a  day  of  flying, 
fun,  and  fellowship  June  5.  The 
event  was  scheduled  by  Bill  and 
Fay  Owen.  Bill  Owen  and  David 
Johnson,  pilots,  provided  the  20 

S  people  plane  rides. 

ing  tne  morning  rides, 
the  young  people  and  others 
were  invited  to  the  Owens' 


^West  Corinth 
Church, 
Corinth, 
recently  par¬ 
ticipated  in 
n  „  ,  Church, 

Bullock  Assodational, 

and  State  Drills.  This  was  Hayes' 


BAPTISTS 


Hermanville 
Hermanville. 
ell,  Natchez, 
was  the  mission  coordi¬ 
nator.  The  objective  of 
the  trip  was  to  aid  two 
oiphanages.  Much  need- 
served  in  ea  medical  supplies  and 
other  physical  necessities 


Wilkinson  and  Barron 


Harold  King,  pastor;  Leesa  Hayes,  and  Linda  Cooley 


Children  and  Youth  of  Fellowship  Church,  Starkville 


McLaurin  Bible  Drill  Participants,  Hattiesburg 


Vaiden  Church  VBS,  Vaiden 


^  Gift  Annuities 

A  charitable  gift  annuity  is  a  contract  in  which  you  exchange  a 
^B  gift  of  cash  or  stocks  for  a  guaranteed  fixed  income  each  year 

for  life.  This  is  an  extraordinary  way  to  make  a  gift,  increase  your 
^B  income  AND  reduce  your  tax  bill.  Giving  a  gift  annuity  offers  you 
several  advantages.  You  receive  income  for  life  with  payout  rates 
Y  for  one  or  two  people.  A  large  part  of  your  transfer  is  a  deductible 
charitable  gift  Tax-free  income  is  another  bonus  of  the  gift  annuity. 

Part  of  your  annual  payments  are  tax-free.  You  minimize  your  capital  gains 
taxes  when  you  give  a  gift  annuity.  You  will  know  that  you  are  making  a  gift 
of  lasting  impact  to  further  God's  wort 

In  addition,  you  are  able  to  choose  how  frequently  payments  will  be 
made.  You  can  select  one  person  or  two-person  annuities  and 
make  your  gift  with  either  cash  or  stocks.  Cash  gifts  allow  the 
H|B  most  tax-free  income  while  gifts  of  securities  (stocks)  allow  you 
■  to  reduce  capital  gains  taxes. 


Mission  Trip  Participants  of  Port  Gibson  Church,  Port  Gibson 


Carpenter  Bus  Sales,  Inc 

CALL  TODAY  1-600  370-6180 


•  Life  Way  Discount 

•  15  to  42  Passenger 

•  Trade-ins  Welcome 


At  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Foundation,  wa  provide  information  as 
wall  as  church  seminars  on  a  wide  range  of  programs  and  financial 


Children  and  youth  of 
Walnut  Church,  Benton-Tippah 
Association,  recently  participat¬ 
ed  in  State  Bible  Drill,  Tupelo. 
Pictured  (from  left)  are  Rebecca 
Robinson,  Olivia  Robinson,  Liza 
Hudspeth,  Dylan  Wright, 


Tylertown  Church, 

Tylertown,  is  undergoing  con¬ 
struction  of  an  arrival  hood  for 
the  existing  family  life  center.  It 
will  eventually  be  part  of  a  colon¬ 
nade  that  will  connect  the  family 
life  center,  sanctuary,  educational 
building,  and  a  planned  facility 
to  house  a  new  nursery,  class¬ 
rooms,  and  a  music  suite. 
Pictured  are  Brandon  Myers, 
Wayne  Meyers,  contractor  and 
church  member,  Michael  W. 
Glenn,  pastor,  and  J.L.  Sumrall. 

Auburn  Church,  Tupelo,  cele¬ 
brated  Mother's  Day  and  Parent- 
Child  Dedication  May  9  during 
morning  worship.  Terry  Ramey, 
youth  minister,  presented  the 
charge  to  the  church  and  parents. 
Pictured  (from  left)  are  Jared  and 
Kristi  Bounds  with  Ally  Grace, 
Chris  and  Kimberly  Deaton  with 
Brice,  Kirk  and  Pam  Tharp  with 
Michael  and  Mitchell,  James  and 
Betsey  O'Neal  with  Ben,  Erica 
Keltz  with  North,  Jimmy  and 
Tracy  Weeks  with  Emma  Qaire. 

East  Fork  Church,  Amite 
County  recently  participated  in 
Bible  Drill.  Pictured  (from  left. 
Front)  are  Will  Barron,  Tyler 
Wilkinson,  Marion  Oberhauser, 
Haley  Newman,  and  leaders  (back) 
Faye  Cockerham,  Rana 
Oberhauser,  and  Teresa  Newman. 
Haley  Newman  went  to  State  Drill 

The  Senior  Adults  (pictured) 
of  Crestwood  Church, 

Booneville,  recently  held  their 
annual  birthday  party.  Jackie 
S^ncer  is  pastor. 

Meadow  Grove  Church, 
Brandon,  held  children's  Bible 
Drill  recently.  Pictured  (from 
left)  are  Andrew  Wilson, 
Jayme  Shoemaker,  Lindsey 
Thornton,  Kelsey  Pettus,  Amy 
Ray,  Josh  May,  and  leader  Jane 
Wilson  (back).  Andrew 
Wilson,  Kelsey  Pettus,  and 
Amy  Ray  also  participated  in 
Associational  and  State  Drills. 


Voyles,  and  Crystal  Marbry. 

Oak  Grove  Church,  Jeff 
Davis  County,  recently  partici¬ 
pated  in  youth  Bible  Drills.  Three 
participated  in  State  Drill. 
Pictured  (from  left,  front)  are 
Marissa  Farham,  Samantha  Creel, 
Sarah  Lee,  Jacob  Famham,  (back) 
leader  Kimberly  Delorenze, 
youth  director  Rose  Bruce,  Kyla 
Creel,  and  Brent  Parker,  pastor. 


BAPTISTS 


B.  Myers,  W.  Meyers,  Glenn,  pastor;  and  Sumrall 


Walnut  Bible  Drill  Participants,  Benton-Tippah  Association 


Oak  Grove  Bible  Drill  Participants,  Jeff  Davis  County 


Meadow  Grove  Bible  Drill  Participants,  Brandon 


Auburn  Church  Baby  Dedication,  TXipelo 


Risk  Whitt 


Tht  Paoptti 
Church 
Frank!  in, TN 


Souhwcit 
Chrhlian  Church 
toutadkKT 


Senior  Adults  of  Crestwood  Church,  Booneville 


FkU  ftaplKl  Church 
Writ  Momor.lA 


College  and  Seminary  News 


State  Changes 


Seminary  (NOBTS)  held  com-  receiving  the  doc- 
mencement  exercises  May  14  tor  of  philosophy 
for  Leavell  College  and  May  15  degree;  and  Ruben 
for  the  Graduate  School.  The  Raquel  of 

following  have  Mississippi  ties.  Honolulu,  Hawaii, 

Eight  students  received  doc-  associate  pastor  of 
toral  degrees.  Pictured  (from  left)  Springdale 
are  John  Mark  Byrd  of  Church,  Ripley, 

Hattiesburg,  pastor  of  Calvary  receiving  the  doc- 
Church,  Waynesboro,  receiving  tor  of  ministry 
the  doctor  of  ministry  degree; 

Earnest  Franklin  "Frankie"  Clark 
of  Waynesboro,  pastor  of  First 
Church,  Taylorsville,  receiving 
the  doctor  of  ministry  degree; 

Kevin  Wynn  Dobbs  of  Piedmont, 

Ala.,  associate  pastor  of  Brandon 
Church,  Branaon,  receiving  the 
doctor  of  ministry  degree;  James 
Dawson  "J.D."  Simpson  of 
Pineville,  La.,  area  director  of  Posey 
First  Priority,  Hattiesburg,  receiv-  T 1  J 
ing  the  doctor  of  educational  James 
ministry  degree;  NOBTS  < 

President  Charles  S.  Kelley  Jr.;  Mounce  Davis, 

Richard  Keith  Manuel  of^  Ocean  EcruXhurch;  Larry  W^LeBlanc, 

dhurch;  tiew  Orleans,  La",  Church, 
receiving  the  doctor  of  philoso-  Edward 
phy  degree  in  preaching;  Viktor  Brandon, 

Roudkovski  of  Almaty,  Starkville, 

Kazakstan,  former  pastor  of  Maxwell, 

Olive  Church,  Lumberton,  Woodlawr 
receiving  the  doctor  of  philoso-  McAlpin, 

f>hy  degree  in  Biblical  Studies;  Church;  I 
ake  Roudkovski  of  Ponchatoula,  Miller,  M 
pastor  at  First  Church,  First  Chui 


J.E.  Barnes 
Jr.,  passes 
away  June  3 

John  E.  Barnes  Jr.  passed 
away  June  3.  Funeral  services 
were  held  June  5  at  Main 
Street  Church,  Hattiesburg, 
with  interment  following  at 
Roseland  Park  Cemetery. 

Barnes  was  bom  in  Pratt  City, 
Ala.,  and  reared  in  Mobile,  Ala. 
He  was  ordained  at  Dauphin 
Way  Church,  Mobile. 

He  attended  the  University 
Military  School  of  Mobile; 
Samford  University,  Birming¬ 
ham.;  Southern  Seminary, 
Louisville,  Ky.;  and  he 
received  an  Honorary  Doctor 
of  Divinity  from  Mississippi 
College,  Clinton. 

Pastorates  included  First 
Church,  Atmore,  Ala.;  First 
Church,  West  Point;  Main  Street 
Church;  and  he  also  served  as 
interim  pastor  of  Oyster  Bay 
Church,  Gulf  Shores,  Ala. 

Denominational  service 
during  his  37  years  at  Main 
Street  Church  include  d 
President,  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention,  two  terms; 
President,  Education 

Commission,  Mississippi 
Baptist  Convention;  Trustee, 
The  Baptist  Children's  Village; 
Chairman,  Board  of  Directors, 
Southern  Baptist  Hospitals; 
President,  Sunday  School 
Board;  Chairman,  Southern 
Baptist  Committee  on  Boards; 
and  President,  Trustees, 
William  Carey  College. 

Survivors  include  his  wife, 
Marion  Stall  Barnes;  two 
daughters  Marilyn  Barnes 
Green  and  Betty  Barnes 
Clayton;  a  son,  John  E.  Barnes, 
III;  eight  grandchildren  and 
seven  great-grandchildren. 


The  following  ‘  :».£* /rT 

I  S  also  received  ■  s' .So .2 ' i?1: : -V  ■'  1  - : £%%%/; ■ 

degrees  from  the 

Savid316  Marshall  New  °rleans  Seminary  doctorial  recipients 

Addy,  MACE,  Union,  Temple  L.  Purvis,  MDIV#  Enterprise,  Ruleville  Church;  and  Arthur 
Church,  Moss  Point;  Jason  Enterprise  Church;  Rebecca  Joy  Joseph  Williams,  Jr.,  MACE, 
Lamar  Brooks,  MACE,  Grenada,  Scarbrough,  MACE,  Meridian,  Clinton,  Wildwood  Church. 

First  Church;  Susanna  Capri  First  Church;  Lindsay  Curry  The  following  six  graduated 
Brooks,  MAMFC,  Skipper,  MACE,  Petal,  from  Leavell  College:  Randal 
Philadelphia,  First  Church;  Carterville  Church;  Joshua  Keith  Dunn,  McComb; 
~  i  Richard  Butler,  MDIV,  Aaron  Smith,  MAMFC,  Lyman,  Raymond  Eugene  Edwards, 
Corinth,  First  Church;  Jason  First  Church;  Barry  Grant  Biloxi;  Talmadge  Shane 
“  MDIV,  Ecru,  Stegall,  MDIV  Pontotoc,  First  Freeman,  Meridian;  Helen 
,  Church,  Crystal  Springs;  Anglia  Louise  Williams  Holms, 
iastor  of  Calvary  MDIV,  Hattiesburg,  Seminary  A.  Turner,  MDIV,  Inverness,  Tylertown;  Jeffrey  Reed  Kidd, 

Matthew  Beulah  Church;  Stephanie  Hope  Tupelo;  and  Michael  Andrew 
MDIV,  Weaver,  MACE,  Ruleville,  "Mike"  Mohler,  Poplarville. 
Church, 

Randal 
Vicksburg, 


Goss  Church,  Columbia,  First  Church,  Greenville, 

■  called  called  James  L.  Nichols  as 
Donovan  pastor  effective  June  1. 
McComb  as  a  Nichols,  an  Amory  native, 
bivocational  comes  from  Pine  Crest 
Minister  of  Church,  Gainesville,  Ga.  He 
Music  effec-  graduated  from  Georgia  State 
tive  since  University  and  NOBTS.  He  is 
April.  Mark  currently  attending  Beeson 
McArthur  is  Divinity  School,  Samford 
pastor.  University,  Birmingham,  Ala. 

McComb  / 

Mt.  Olive  Covington-Jefferson  Davis 

Church,  Meridian,  called  Association  has  called  Nathan  L. 
Danny  Davis  as  pastor  March  Barber,  Sr.  as  Associational 
14.  He  began  full  time  June  6.  Missions  Director  effective  July  1. 


Our  name  is  changing! 

The  Annuity  Board’s  name  is  changing  to  GuideStone 
Financial  Resources  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention, 


Why? 

When  the  Annuity  Board  was  chartered  in  1918  as  the 
Commission  on  Ministerial  Relief  and  Annuity,  our  name 
reflected  our  original  mission:  to  provide  financial  relief  to 
retiring  pastors  who,  after  a  lifetime  of  supporting  others, 
could  not  support  themselves. 

Over  the  years  our  mission  has  grown  and  our  name  no 
longer  effectively  describes  the  depth  and  variety  of  prod¬ 
ucts  and  services  available  to  our  participants.  Today,  we 
offer  a  full  range  of  financial  services  including  retirement, 
life  and  health  plans  and  investment  products. 


UNION  HILLS  BAPTIST  CHURCH 

Holts  Summit  Missouri 

Invites  Your  Indication  of  Interest  In 

$1,500,000 

First  Mortgage  Bonds 

7  Issue  Date:  6/25/2004 

C  O /  Interest  Rates  Range 
•  U  ^  / O  3.30%  to  7.80% 

Issue  Date  and  Rates  Anticipated 


What  does  it  mean? 

We  believe  the  new  name,  GuideStone  Financial  Resources, 
will  help  guide  our  future  while  enabling  us  to  build  on 
our  IcgCICy  of  TRUST,  SERVICE,  VALUES, 
EXPERIENCE  and  STRENGTH. 

Our  name  is  changing,  but  our  focus  will  remain  the 
same. .  .Serving  those  who  serve  the  Lord. 


Bond  Maturity  Range  6  months  to  25  years.  Bonds  arc  available  in 
multiples  of  S250.  These  bonds  may  be  placed  in  self-directed 
retirement  accounts  in  most  cases. 

Thu  atnomvemeni  is  neither  cm  offitr  tor  a  solicitation  of  cm  offer  to  buy.  Thr  offer  is  made 
by  pmtprctus  only  For  more  information  about  this  bond  tone,  obtain  a  prospectus.  which 
describes  ail  of  the  particulars  of  thu  undertaking  head  ll  carefully  before  you  irrvesi  or 
send  money.  All  bonds  are  offered  at  face  value,  subject  10  prior  sale. 

For  Additional  Information  Contact: 

Marc  Daniels 
f 888)- 5 76- 1739 

m  da  nieistjtpives leavell.  com 


GuideStone 


1430  Lclia  Drive 
Jackson,  MS  39216 
601-948-4500 


FINANCIAL  RESOURCES 

of  the  Southern  Siptlit  Convention 


BAPTISTS 


The  Baptist  Record 


Just  for  the  Record 


Homecomings  &  Revivals 


sing  in  the  sanctuary  at  6  p.m.  recently  participated  in  Bible 
The  Magnolia  Boys,  The  Drill.  Pictured  (from  left)  are 
Southern  Psalm,  The  Emily  Davis,  Betty  Cotton, 
Abercrombie  Family,  and  The  leader,  Christin  Sanders, 
Living  Stones  will  perform.  Elizabeth  Ragan,  Whitney  Smith, 
Everyone  is  invited.  For  more  Britni  Wright,  and  Robbie  Faulk, 
information,  visit  www.cen- 
Vera  Byrd  of  the  Dorcas  Class  tervillebaptistchurch.org  or  Children  of  South  Louisville 
at  First  Cnurch,  Laurel,  was  rec-  call  (601)  763-4790.  Church,  Louisville,  recently 

ognized  recently  for  28  years  participated  in  Bible  Drills, 

perfect  attendance  in  Sunday  New  Salem  Church,  Pictured  (from  left)  are  Madison 
School.  Gay  Morgan  presented  Columbus,  will  have  a  new  Mills,  Beau  Thompson,  Jenna 
her  with  flowers.  Sunday  morning  schedule  for  Lovom,  and  Ryan  Humphries. 

July  and  August.  Sunday  Their  leaders  were  Dinah  Smith 
Briar  Hill  Church,  Florence,  School  will  be  at  8:45  a.m.  and  and  Lynn  Lovom. 
recently  gave  a  retirement  recep-  worship  at  10  a.m. 

tion  for  cnurch  secretary  Evelyn  First  Church,  Water  Valley, 

Armstrong.  She  served  tne  Beulah  Church,  Inverness,  will  host  America  We  Must  Not 
church  for  a  total  of  24  years,  will  have  an  all  day  singing  and  Foiget,  a  patriotic  musical,  pre- 
Pictured  (from  left)  are  Jason  Lee,  lunch  June  27  beginning  at  7  sented  by  the  Yalobusha  Baptist 
Doug  Spires,  Armstrong,  and  a.m.  The  Morphis  Family  from  Associational  Choir  June  26  at  7 
Danny  Powell,  pastor.  Lake  Village,  Ark.,  will  be  p.m.  under  the  direction  of 

singing.  All  are  invited.  Laramie  Minga.  All  are  invited. 

Centerville  Church,  Soso, 

will  hold  KingdomFest  June  Oak  Hill  Church,  Pilgrims  Rest  Church,  Crystal 
26  beginning  at  3p.m.  with  a  Meridian,  dedicated  their  new  Springs,  had  David  Alexander, 
children's  festival,  including  facility  June  13.  The  church  is  MBCB,  speak  to  the  church  June  6 
games,  frog  races,  face  paint-  now  located  at  6201  Highway  about  being  missional  Christians, 
ing,  karaoke,  a  bounce  tent,  493.  Oak  Hill  is  the  former  This  is  in  preparation  for  their 
and  more.  A  fried  catfish  sup-  Oakland  Heights  Church.  Great  Commission  Weekend  in 

per  will  begin  at  4  p.m.  with  a  July.  David  Alexander  is  an  MK 

youth  praise  service  in  the  The  youth  of  South  whose  parents  still  serve  in 
fellowship  hall  and  a  gospel  Louisville  Church,  Louisville,  Mexico.  Johnnie  Stewart  is  pastor. 


Twenty-two  Acteens  of  First 
Church,  New  Albany,  received 
recognition  in  a  service  April  28. 
Acteens  leaders  are  Jane  Goode, 
Joy  McCullough,  and  Lynn  Still. 
Malcolm  Pinion  is  pastor. 


South  Louisville  Children  Bible  Drill  Participants,  Louisville 


South  Louisville  Youth  Bible  Drill  Participants,  Louisville 


Acteens  of  First  Church  New  Albany,  New  Albany 


Lee,  Spires,  Armstrong,  and  Powell,  pastor 


Mon.-Wed.,  7  p.m.;  Ernie  ship  meal  will  follow  the 
Sadler  and  Charles  Damper,  Sunday  morning  service  and 
evangelists;  Bill  Herman,  a  homemade  ice  cream  fel- 
music,  Mon.;  Bendon  Ginn,  lowship  will  follow  the 
pastor;  for  more  information,  Wednesday  evening  service; 
call  (601)  833-2597.  Gene  Douglas,  McComb, 

Preacher;  Steve  Walker, 
inola,  music;  Lloyd  Wilson, 
Revivaf  June  27-30;  Sunday,  11  pastor;  for  more  information, 
a.m.  and  6  p.m.;  Mon.-Wea.,  11  call  (601)  845-6829. 
a.m.  and  7  p.m.;  David 

Sheppard,  Harvest  Ministries,  Rocky  Creek,  Lucedale: 
Laurel,  speaker;  Steve  and  Homecoming  July  11;  Sunday 
Becky  Carver,  One  Way  School,  9:45  a.m.;  worship,  11 
Ministries,  Mathiston,  music;  a.m.;  a  covered  dish  lunch 
Walter  Simmons,  pastor.  will  follow;  Q.  T.  Curtis, 


Friendship,  McComb:  McComb,  evangelist;  Randy 
Revival  July  9-11;  Fri.  and  Sat.,  Carruth,  Summit,  music  leader; 
7  p.m.;  Sunday,  10:45  a.m.  and  6  LaVeme  Summerlin,  pastor, 
p.m.;  Mack  Amis  Jr.,  First, 


CHRISTIAN  ACTION  can  Help!  Major  Medical  Hospital  &  sur-  of  multilingual  congregations.  Send 


THE 

COMMISSION  has  for  sale  a  2000  gical  plan.  Doctors  office  visits,  prescrip-  resume  to  (udson  Baptist  Association  at 

I  Baton  Rouge,  LA 

ment,  low  rates.  Have  current  Health  70815.  Or  email  |udsonOeatel.net. _ 

problems?  We  can  Help!  E.  F.  Hutton 

Insurance. _ _ 

BRANSON,  MISSOURI  CONDO, 
walk-ip,  smoke-free.  No  pets,  2  bed¬ 
room,  2  bath,  sleeps  6.  Washer/dryer, 
scenic  view,  (662)  746-6702. 
weekniglit,  call  after  4:30  pm  on  weekdays, 


Bonneville  Pontiac  SSEI  silver,  130,000  tion  drugs,  life,  dental,  medicare  supple-  10827  Florida  Blvd, 

highway  miles.  Call  (601)  292-3329.  ment,  I  __  _  _  _ 

FINALLY  AFFFORDABLE  HEALTH  nrnblems?  We  ran  Heb!  E.  F.  Hutton  PIANO  AND  VOICE  LESSONS  in  the 
INSURANCE  for  the  self  employed.  Call 
(662)  568-3482.  Provided  by  Mega 
Insurance,  www.christurner-ins.com. 

AFFORDABLE  BEACHSIDE  VACATION 
condos,  www.gulfshorescondos.com.  All 

sizes  SUMMER  SPECIAL.  Two  night  s«?nic  view-  <662>  746-6702.  Please 
weekend,  $195.00,  4  weeknight,  call  after  4:30  pm  on  weekdays. 

$370.00.  Efficiency  unit  (2  adults  2  kids)  FULL-TIME  YOUTH  AND  RECREATION 

good  5/28  thru  8/7,  (205)  556-0368.  _  MINISTER.  Send  resume  with  photo  to 

STAINED  GLASSWORKS,  INC.,  serv-  first  Baptist  Church,  1400  Nolan  Tract1, 
ing  MS  &  AL  since  1992.  Call  (800)  Leesville,  Louisiana  71446. 

605-2970. _  AMERICAS  FASTEST  GROWING^Chnstian 

SFBRfN’S  SIDING,  JACKSON,  MISS,  long  distance  company.  3.9>hiinute,  no  monthly 
Christian  owned  home  improvements,  No  codes  or  testrictions,  6  second  billing, 
vinyl  siding,  windows,  metal  roofs,  250,000  happy  customers.  Toll-free  (866)  587- 
patio  covers,  screen/glass  rooms.  (601)  8346  or  www.cowrwilphonesefvice.com. 


Florence,  Miss.,  area.  Twenty  five  years 
of  experience.  Call  (601 )  845-7950. 

GOSPEL  PIANO  CDS,  INSTRUMENTAL 

favorites  from  yesteryear!  Free  brochure! 
)acky  Campbell,  1 1  Clifford,  Natchez,  MS 
391 20-9708.  Visit  JackyCampbell.com. 
NEW  AND  USED  CHURCH  PEWS, 
and  onsite  pew  upholstery.  Call  (225) 

261-5639. _ 

A  GROWING  SOUTHERN  BAPTIST 
Church  with  blended  worship  in 
Northeast  Alabama  seeks  Minister  of 
music  and  education.  Duties  to 
include  leading  worship,  adult  and 

_ _  ^  _ _  _ _  children's  choirs,  and  oversight  of 

992-2092  or  (800)  453-2994.  Don  &  HOPPERGLASs”  STUDIO,  CUSTOM  adu,t  and  preschool  education.  White 

Rita  Sebren,  owners. _ _ _  church  windows  reworking  and  repair  Springs  Baptist  Church,  4411 

GAIUNBl  Rf.  C.FTAWAV:  2  BR/2  BATH,  Columbus/|acks^n>  (877)  477-1899.  Rainbow  Drive,  Rainbow  City,  AL 
full  kitchen.  \Atolking  distance  to  p3rkw3y,  DIRECTOR  OF  MISSIONS  foe  35906.  Fsx  resumes  to  (256)  442* 

$65  nite.  Call  for  information  at  (251)  666-  |n  p™.™  2771  or  email  to  wsbc«microxl.com. 

,'-s  ,,W.  689-9982  o,  CHU.CHPEWUPHOLSTE.Y,  1,~ 

pdiw@worldnet.att.net - -  with  a  memhershin  of  estimates.  Davis  Upholstery,  Quitman, 

«AOH INSUtANCl  TOO  EXPENSIVE?  Pt™.(60..  776-6817. 


Hickey,  pastor. 

Meadowood,  Amory:  40th 
Anniversary  August  1;  9:30 
a.m.;  lunch  at  noon;  Danny 
Powell,  Florence,  and  former 
staff,  guest  speakers;  no  night 
services;  Lloyd  Sweatt,  pastor. 


MINISTRY  ASSISTANT  NEEDED,  30 

hours  a. week  minimum.  Acts  as 
office  manager.  Must  be  computer  lit- 
Send  resume  to 


erate  in  all  areas. 

Immanuel  Baptist  Church,  503  18th 
Ave.  N„  Columbus,  MS  39705.  Call 
(662)  328-1668,  ext.  203 

ATTENTION:  PASTOR  Wl 


REVIVAL 

calling,  seeking  church  with  same  spirit 
in  Central  and  South  Mississippi  area  to 
pastor.  Interested  churches,  call  Brian 
Ward  at  (601)  892-1993. 


The  Baptist  Record 
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because  of  the  harmonious 


room  for  boasting  or  and  teaching,  or  through  the  use 
self-centeredness  con¬ 
cerning  spiritual  gifts. 

They  are  to  be  used  to 
minister  to  others. 


_  as  activity  of  its  varied  Darts,  so 

acts  of  mercy  or  behind-the-  also  aoes  the  churcn  when 
scenes  deeds  of  humble  service,  believers  exercise  their  spiritu- 
This  writer  maintains  that  the  al  gifts  accordingly.  Paul 
Holy  Spirit  is  free  to  grant  what-  stressed  the  point  with  his 
ever  gift  is  needed  at  the  appro-  emphasis  on  one  body  and 
priate  time  to  fulfill  God's  plan  "one  Spirit"  (1  Co.  12:  12-13). 
for  reaching  the  world  through  The  normal  function  of  the 
the  church  (1  Co.  12:11).  The  human  body  is  for  all  the 
remarkable  assortment  of  spiritu-  organs  to  cooperate  in  per 
al  gifts  means  God  has  provided  forming  their  God-assigned 
the  equipping  necessary  to  tasks.  Were  they  to  compete 
accomplish  *His  purposes.  When  with  each  other,  the  human 
believeis  fail  to  ascertain  their  body  would  suffer.  Similarly, 
spiritual  gifts  or  neglect  to  use  unity  of  the  body  of  Christ  is 
them  appropriately,  me  work  of  shown  when  its  various  mem- 
the  church  suffers.  Have  you  bers,  regardless  of  their  gifted- 
been  spending  time  discovering  ness,  honor  one  another  and 
and  applying  your  spiritual  gifts  help  each  other  fulfill  their 
through  foe  church?  respective  roles. 

Scripture  testifies  that 
III.  Spiritual  Gifts  Reveal  "Every  good  and  perfect  gift 
Unity  (1  Co.  12:11-15,  20,  27)  is  from  above,  coming  down 
Paul  underscored  the  unity  from  the  Father  of  the  heav- 
of  the  church  through  his  enly  lights..."  (Jas-  1:17)-  The 
"body"  analogy.  The  body  he  gifts  of  the  Spirit  are,  indeed, 
spoke  of  is  obviously  the  body  perfect  for  tne  work  of  the 
of  Christ,  those  who  have  been  kingdom.  Though  I'll  never 
gifted  by  the  Spirit.  "The  achieve  perfection  with  my 
church  can  be  called  the  body  gift-giving,  I  will  have  to  try  a 
of  Christ  because  it  possesses  little  harder.  Got  any  ideas? 


Tlie  gifts  of  the  Spirit  are 
always  appropriate! 

Spiritual  girts  are  referenced 
in  several  New  Testament  pas¬ 
sages.  The  Bible  affirms  that  the 
Holy  Spirit  is  the  One  who 
bestows  one  or  more  gifts  to 
each  believer  at  the  moment  of 
salvation.  As  we  look  into  God's 


Explore  the  Bible 

Look  with  Faith 

2  Kings  6:8-17,  20-22 


natural  origin  of  Elisha  s  This  is  an  angelic  army  gathered  of  Elisha  s  voice  as  he  led  them  to 
knowledge.  The  fact  that  to  protect  God  s  prophet.  This  is  foe  city  of  Samaria.  They  were 
he  assembled  a  "massive  foe  great  host  present  at  Elijah's  enclosed  within  the  city  walls 
army"  to  do  so  shows  his  translation.  This  is  foe  power  and  and  surrounded  by  the  Israelite 
ignorance  of  the  power  presence  of  God.  army.  The  battle  was  won  wifo- 

of  Elisha  s  God.  Fire  is  always  the  symbol  of  out  a  single  bow  or  sword  being 

By  dawn  the  God's  presence.  To  see  God's  drawn.  Elisha  had  several 
Aramean  army  with  presence  requires  eyes  of  faith,  options,  to  leave  them  blind  or 
horses  and  chanots  sur-  The  next  time  you  feel  surround-  captive  or  slaughtered.  The  king 
rounded  Dothan,  ed  by  an  insurmountable  enemy,  wished  to  kill  them.  Instead 

Elisha's  servant  was  foe  pray  that  you  will  have  the  eyes  Elisha  chose  to  show  mercy,  not 
noe  '“arn,Wdy  first  to  realize  the  situa-  of  faith  to  recognize  foe  protect-  vengeance.  Not  only  did  he  ask 
IsraeL  The  bon.  Seeing  foe  enemy  forces  ing  presence  of  God.  It  is  both  a  Goa  to  return  their  sight,  but  he 
*  recognize  around  them,  he  panicked,  gift  of  God  and  a  choice  we  make  also  instructed  the  king  to  feed 
be  guilty  of  rushed  to  his  master,  and  asked,  to  see  the  ordinary  give  way  to  them.  Eating  together  constitut¬ 
es  are  not  "What  are  we  to  do?"  the  extraordinary.  ed  making  a  covenant  of  peace, 

■  want  them  Doesn’t  that  sound  familiar?  In  foe  last  two  years,  I  have  and  for  a  while  the  bands  horn 
look  around  When  surrounded  by  problems  come  to  know  and  greatly  Aram  stopped  raiding  Israel's 
9onrane  to  and  anxiety,  we  foolisnly  attempt  respect  a  gentleman  who  is  visu-  territory." 

we  look  at  to  fix  the  situation  using  our  own  ally  impaired.  His  ability  to  "see"  Once  again  we  see  the  ten- 

situation  with  faith  can  we  strength.  Elisha’s  answer  to  his  amazes  me.  We  can  be  visually  der  heart  of  Elisha,  but  more 
at  it  is  God  who  is  always  at  servant  is  the  key  verse  in  this  impaired  in  the  circumstances  of  importantly,  we  see  a  powerful 
in  our  lives.  passage.  "Don’t  be  afraid,  for  life,  or  we  can  choose  to  see  the  demonstration  of  mercy  which 

those  who  are  with  us  outnum-  unseeable  through  eyes  of  faith.  is  the  very  nature  of  God. 
Iod's  Presence  (2  Kings  ber  those  who  are  with  them."  Blinded  by  sin  and  its  destruc- 

17)  Then  Elisha  prayed  for  his  ser-  See  God's  Mercy  (2  Kings  tiveness,  we  are  still  offered  a 

Ten  the  king  learned  of  vant's  eyes  to  De  opened.  For  a  6:20-22)  table  in  the  presence  of  our 

i  s  part  in  the  defeat  of  his  moment  the  veil  was  lifted  to  As  Elisha  had  prayed  for  sight  enemies  to  partake  of  the 
,  hetried  to  ambush  the  allow  him  a  glimpse  of  the  sover-  for  his  servant,  he  now  prayed  mercy  and  forgiveness  by  God. 

let  The  fact  that  he  would  eignty  of  God.  "The  mountain  for  blindness  for  the  Aramean  - ; _ _ _ 

>  take  Elisha  by  surprise  was  covered  with  horses  and  army.  Totally  helpless,  they  had  Carr  away  is  member  of  First 

s  his  ignorance  or  the  super-  chariots  of  file  all  around  Elisha.  no  choice  but  to  follow  foe  sound  Church,  Wiggins. 
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Family  Bible  Study 

Encouraged  by  Enduring  Love 

Lamentations  3:19-24;  Luke  19:1-10 


Mo  Baker 


Mark  Twain  is  credited  with 
saying,  I  can  live  for  three  months 
off  of  one  good  compliment. 
Whether  that  s  true  or  not  is  any- 
ones  guess,  but  the  idea  behind  it 
reveals  a  significant  truth:  people 
thrive  on  encouragement.  The 
Christian  community  is  no  differ¬ 
ent.  God's  Word  offers  tremen¬ 
dous  encouragement  to  believers, 
enabling  us  to  live  abundantly  for 
Him.  The  current  study  theme 
will  help  us  discover  certain  Bible 
truths  regarding  God's  eternal 
love,  assurance  of  salvation, 
believers  usefulness  in  kingdom 
service,  and  joyful  hope  in  God. 
Let's  begin  by  examining  the 
encouragement  that  is  ours 
because  of  God's  enduring  love. 

I.  God's  Love  Is 
Encouraging  Because  It 
Always  Endures  (La.  3:19-24). 

The  writer  of  Lamentations 
(presumably  Jeremiah)  expressed 


compassions,  or  acts  of 
tender  love,  that  are 
experienced  in  new 
ways  each  day.  Recalling 
God's  great  love  lea 
Jeremiah  to  be  encour- 
aged  further  by  God's 
his  deep  sadness  over  the  faithfulness  (La.  3:24),  a 

situation  encompassing  thought  that  expressed 

the  people  of  Judah.  The  the  constancy  and  relia- 

Babylonians  had  over-  bility  of  God.  Jeremiah 

thrown  the  city  of  was  beginning  to  under- 

Jerusalem,  destroying  the  temple  stand  that  God  nad  been  faithful 
and  forcing  the  Jewish  people  into  to  destroy  His  rebellious  people 
exile.  The  dismal  state  of  affairs  and  that  He  would  also  restore 
surrounding  Jeremiah  caused  him  them  in  the  future.  In  our  con- 
to  grieve  over  all  that  both  he  and  temporary  world  of  short-term 
God's  people  had  lost.  Such  commitments  and  superficial 
gloominess  notwithstanding,  relationships  paraded  on  reality 
Jeremiah  was  able  to  express  para-  TV  shows,  Christians  can  also  be 
doxically  a  measure  of  hope  for  the  encouraged  by  the  reliability  of 
future  because  of  God's  eternal  God's  faithful  love! 
love.  The  basis  for  his  hope  was  in 

God's  great  love  (La.  322).  The  II.  God's  Love  Is 
Hebrew  word  used  was  hesed.  Encouraging  Because  It  Pursues 
sometimes  translated  as  covenant  Sinful  People  (Lk.  19:1-7). 
love  or  loyal  love,  and  usually  car-  Luke's  narrative  of  the  life  of 
ries  the  meaning  of  loyalty  or  faith-  Jesus  substantiates  that  He  was 
fulness,  particularly  in  the  on  a  mission  to  do  God's  will, 
covenant  initiated  by  God  (Huey  Although  He  was  on  His  way  to 
1993,  473).  Additionally,  the  term  Jerusalem  and  the  cross,  Jesus 
implies  obligations  to  family  mem-  was  never  too  busy  or  preoccu- 
bers,  friends,  and  others.  pied  to  touch  individuals  with 

Jeremiahs  encouragement  also  God's  love,  especially  the  out- 
stemmed  from  God's  unfailing  casts  of  society.  One  such  person 


Explore  the  Bible 

Respond  to  God’s  Direction 

2  Kings  8-10 


By  Mary  Carraway  Even  with  miracu¬ 

lous  intervention  in  a 
Listening  to  eulogies  for  time  of  dire  need,  the 
President  Reagan,  reminded  us  king  and  the  people  of 
of  our  nation’s  mission,  to  be  "a  Israel  did  not  turn  from 


city  on  a  hill,"  a  nation  founded 
with  devotion  to  God.  Israel 
also  had  this  mission,  but  was 
not  always  true  to  it.  In  Israel’s 
long  history  of  disobedience, 
there  was  always  a  remnant, 
those  few  who  were  obedient, 
courageous,  and  public  in 
response  to  God’s  direction. 

The  mercy  that  Elisha  had 
shown  to  the  Aramean  army 
resulted  in  temporary  peace.  Then 
Ben-Hadad,  king  of  Aram,  mount¬ 
ed  an  all-out  attack  and  laid  seige 
to  Samaria  causing  a  famine  so 
severe  that  it  resulted  in  exorbitant 
prices  for  undesirable  food  and 
even  cannibalism.  The  end  of  this 
seige,  foretold  by  Elisha,  was  lifted 
not  by  military  might  but  by  the 
Spirit  of  the  Lord. 


Israel  did  not  turn  from  <“arr  ? 
their  apostasy  to  recognize  the  peo] 
providence  or  God.  God’s  future  Dan 
discipline  can  be  understood  in  proj 
the  light  of  this  rejection.  king 


2  Kings  8:1-6 

One  of  the  means  God  used  to 
call  Israel  back  to  Him  was 
famine.  Elisha  predicted  seven 
years  of  famine  in  Israel.  Even 
when  God  disciplined  the  nation 
as  a  whole,  he  cared  for  individu¬ 
als  faithful  to  Him  Elisha  advised 
the  good  Shunammite  woman  to 
take  ner  household  anywhere  but 
Israel.  Once  again  she  responded 
with  faith  to  the  word  of  God 
through  Elisha  and  obediently 
moved  her  family  to  the  land  of 
the  Philistines. 

Obedience  can  be  costly. 


During  this  time,  her 
property  was  confiscat¬ 
ed  by  the  king.  Later 
God  honored  her  obedi¬ 
ence  by  restoring  her 
property  just  as  He  had 
once  honored  her  faith 
by  restoring  her  son. 

2  Kings  8:7-15 

__  God  also  used  foreign 

way  nations  to  discipline  His 
people.  Elisha  traveled  to 
Damascus  and  met  Hazael  who  he 
prophesied  would  be  the.  future 
king  of  Aram.  This  encounter  was 
heart-breaking  for  Elisha  who 
wept  as  he  looked  into  the  eyes  of 
the  man  whose  reign  of  terror 
would  bring  much  pain  and  grief 
to  Israel.  It  may  seem  strange  that 
a  prophet  of  Israel  would  foretell 
the  coming  king  of  Aram  until  we 
understand  that  God’s  sovereignty 
extends  to  all  nations. 

2  Kings  8:16-29 

At  this  point,  it  becomes  hard 
to  tell  the  players  without  a  pro¬ 
gram.  Wnat  is  important  is  mat, 
for  a  while,  the  Kings  of  both 
Israel  and  Judah  were  the  son, 
son-in-law,  and  grandson  of 


was  Zacchaeus,  the  tax  collector. 
Little  is  known  about  Zacchaeus, 
for  his  story  only  appears  in  the 
New  Testament  here  m  Luke.  He 
worked  for  the  Roman  govern¬ 
ment  collecting  taxes  and 
became  quite  wealthy,  apparent¬ 
ly  by  dishonest  means.  Even 
though  Zacchaeus  climbed  up  a 
tree  to  gain  a  view  of  Jesus,  the 
biblical  reference  validates  that 
Jesus  was  actually  the  one  pur¬ 
suing  Zacchaeus.  Jesus  called 
Zacchaeus  by  name,  command¬ 
ing  him  to  climb  down  from  the 
tree  for  a  dinner  appointment  in 
his  home.  Luke  describes 
Zacchaeus  as  obeying  Jesus 
immediately  and  welcoming 
Jesus  willingly  into  his  home. 
Despite  the  murmurings  of  the 
crowd,  Jesus  was  concerned 
about  the  salvation  of  a  single 
sinner.  From  Luke's  account  we 
can  discern  that  Jesus  is  aware  of 
every  individual  and  seeks  a 
love  relationship  with  each  per¬ 
son,  regardless  of  what  their 
lifestyles  are  like.  What  great 
encouragement  comes  from  the 
relentless  love  of  God! 

III.  God's  Love  Is 
Encouraging  Because  It 
Changes  Lives  (Lk.  19:8-10). 

Ahab  and  Jezebel  whose  names 
are  synonymous  with  evil, 
depravity,  and  Baal  worship. 
God  had  already  determined  to 
destroy  the  dynasty  of  Ahab  (1 
Kings  21:21).  Now  ne  was  ready 
to  raise  up  a  man  to  do  this. 

2  Kings  9:1-10 

Jehu  was  the  army  commander 
whom  God  had  chosen  to  utterly 
destroy  the  house  of  Ahab.  Elisha 
sent  a  young  prophet  to  anoint 
him  king  of  Israel.  He  advised  the 

^man  to  tuck  his  cloak  into 
t  and  be  ready  to  run  for  his 
life,  for  this  commission  was 
fraught  with  danger.  To  anoint 
Jehu  king  while  Joram  was  still  in 
power  amounted  to  conspiracy  to 
overthrow  the  government 

Sometimes  responding  to 
God’s  direction  requires  courage, 
and  the  young  prophet  was 
equal  to  the  task.  He  anointed 
Jenu  with  the  flask  of  oil  and 
commissioned  him  to  be  God’s 
instrument  of  judgment  against 
the  dynasty  of  Ahab. 

2  Kings  9:ll-l(h36 

When  Jehu  returned  to  his  fel¬ 
low  officers,  they  asked  him  why 


The  meeting  between  Jesus  and 
Zacchaeus  was  so  significant  that 
transformed  Zacchaeus  life. 
Almost  immediately  Zacchaeus  is 
convicted  of  his  sinful  lifestyle  and 
is  changed  by  God's  love.  The 
statement,  I  give  half  of  my  possesr 
sions  to  the  poor,  and  if  I  have 
cheated  anybody  out  of  anything,  I 
will  pay  back  four  times  the 
amount  (Lk.  19:8)  is  best  regarded 
as  a  futuristic  present,  implying 
that  from  that  moment  on, 
Zacchaeus  intended  to  show  evi¬ 
dence  of  his  changed  heart  by 
being  exceedingly  generous.  Jesus 
responded  by  affirming  Zacchaeus 
salvation,  exhibited  by  his  repen¬ 
tant  attitude  toward  the  Savior. 
The  closing  sentence  in  this  narra¬ 
tive  is  profound,  as  it  testifies  to 
Jesus  earthly  ministry  of  pursuing 
and  saving  the  lost  (Lk  19:10). 

God's  Word  has  a  contempo¬ 
rary  message  to  people  living 
today.  Jesus  can  changeyour  life 
by  Elis  amazing  love.  The  trans¬ 
forming  love  of  God  is  seeking 
constantly  those  in  need  of  a 
fresh  start,  and  God's  transform¬ 
ing  love  will  never  expire.  Now, 
that's  encouraging! 


Baker  is  BSU  Director  at  the 
University  of  Mississippi  in  Oxford. 

this  "madman”  had  come  to  him. 
Jehu  at  first  replied  that  it  was 
nothing,  but  at  the  officers'  insis¬ 
tence,  ne  told  them  the  truth. 
This  is  what  the  LORD  says:  I 
anoint  you  king  over  Israel/ 

They  were  forced  to  decide 
whether  their  loyalty  lay  with 
Joram,  the  king,  or  Jehu.  The 
choice  was  between  accepting  or 
rejecting  the  word  of  Goa  as  pro¬ 
claimed  by  a  prophet  of  God.  If 
we  receive  direction  from  God, 
we  must  respond  in  a  visible 
fashion  if  appropriate.  Jehu's  fel¬ 
low  officers  openly  and  visibly 
demonstrated  their  response  to 
the  announced  plan  of  God. 
They  spread  their  cloaks  on  the 
bare  steps  as  an  act  of  submis¬ 
sion,  blew  the  trumpet,  and 
shouted,  'Jehu  is  king!” 

Jehu  became  God's  avenger 
by  executing  every  living  rela¬ 
tive  of  Ahab  including  Jezebel 
and  destroying  Baal  worship. 
However,  this  did  not  cause 
Israel  to  turn  from  its  sinful 
ways,  and  the  Lord  began  to 
reduce  the  size  of  Israel. 

Carrauxnf  is  member  of  First 
Church,  Wiggins. 


Motions  set  record  at  Indianapolis  meeting 

proposed record  SP ?US  5i  offici?11y  commending  a  family  300th  anniversary  of  the  rise  of  associa- 

„T^u3pkg0S( a  $S&SZ52?S* “  by  the  “Tarfa'mShon fa“  *SSg£& 
Southern  Baptist  Convention  fSBO  AmnHm  hvriLin morion  rurtner  asked  tne  bD(_  to 


Southern  Baptist  Convention  (SBC) 
encompassing  issues  as  heated  as  chang¬ 
ing  the  name  of  the  SBC  and  as  innocu- 


Evangelism  Fellowship  to 
place  Good  News  Clubs 
in  public  elementary 
schools. 

Schaeffer  urged  the 
development  of  such 
clubs  'while  the  window 
of  opportunity"  is  open. 
She  said  Southern 
Baptist  churches  should 
consider  adopting  ele¬ 
mentary  schools  for  the 
purpose  of  evangelizing 
and  disciplining  tne  chib 


was 


v,*  uwveu  now  single  aauits  are  being  evangelized  anc 

t?  have  a  portion  of  the  ministered  to  by  convention  entities. 
orwv7S  ,annua|1  meeting  in  More  information  on  the  motions  car 
2007  devoted  to  a  pro-  be  obtained  at  http://www.sbcbaptist 
gram  celebrating  the  press.org/bpnews.asp?ID=18491. 


Messengers  debate,  approve  eight  resolutions 

Messengers  to  theB^2004  RanH  ^ftftian  private  _  schools  .  or  encourage  parents  to  exercise 
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NYLD  AQRX  ZLATA  TDNK 
NYLV,  R  CRBB  QAW  IKT 
KDL  NYRDP;  RA  RN  BQC- 
STB  KD  NYL  AQEEQNY 
XQIA  NK  XK  PKKX,  KF  NK 
XK  LGRB?  NK  AQGl 
BRSL,  KF  NK  XLANFKI  RN? 


non  was  by  no  way’  opposi¬ 
tion  to  home  schooling, 
Wittman  said.  The  committee 
weighed  the  resolution  "in  great 
detail  with  extensive  delibera¬ 
tion  and  prayer,"  he  said. 

In  its  statement,  the  com¬ 
mittee  also  quoted  SBC 
President  Jack  Graham, 
whose  term  ended  at  this 
year's  annual  meeting,  in 
recent  interviews.  "Southern 
Baptists  are  concerned  about 
the  direction  of  some  public 
schools,"  Graham  said.  "But 
on  the  other  hand  many  of 
our  best  people  — adminis¬ 
trators,  teachers,  coaches  — 
are  Southern  Baptists  work¬ 
ing  within  the  public  school 
system  all  around  America." 


&TWL  ARH:  DRDL 


Clue:  Y*H 

Have  fun  with  cryptography 
and  exercise  your  Bible 
knowledge.  A  King  James 
Version  Bible  verse  has  been 
encoded  by  letter  substitution. 
The  same  letter  is  substituted 
throughout  the  puzzle.  Solve 
by  trial  and  error.  Answer  to 
last  week's  puzzle:  John  5:36 


